






Galena

Galena, which is Latin for lead sulfide, is the Jo Daviess
County seat. Congress created the Upper Mississippi Lead
Mine District in 1807 and the first trading post was built
in 1819. Four years later, the first steamboat journeyed up
the Mississippi River.

In 1823, fortune-seeking adventurers from around the
world flocked to the newly formed northwestern Illinois
county to strike it rich. The nation’s first mineral rush
occurred in Jo Daviess County 20 years before the
renowned California Gold Rush.

Mining, steamboating and commerce flourished. 
As fortunes amassed, architectural masterpieces in 
the town arose. By the 1850s, Galena was the busiest
Mississippi River port between St. Louis, Mo., and St.
Paul, Minn., and the population reached its zenith 
of 14,000.

More than 150 years later Galena is in a state 
of rediscovery. People come from far and wide to 
seek a different kind of fortune in Galena and the 
surrounding picturesque towns and villages that 
make up Jo Daviess County.

Population: 3,460

Apple River

Bordering Wisconsin and located along the Stagecoach
Trail, the village of Apple River was named after the river
that flows nearby. The community owes its early growth
to the Illinois Central Railroad that came through in late
1853. By then, the first house built of logs had stood 
for some 20 years.

Population: 379

East Dubuque

Native Americans found the high bluffs overlooking 
the Mississippi River an ideal place to settle. Originally
named Dunleith after a Scottish village, the little river
settlement prospered. Land speculators, hotel keepers and
ferryboat operators came by way of the railroad, which
reached the area in 1855. The mighty Mississippi River
was bridged in 1869, allowing the railroad to reach
Dubuque, Iowa, and westward destinations. Eight years
later, to stay connected with westward prosperity,
Dunleith became East Dubuque. In 1943, the Julien
Dubuque Bridge was built and is still one of the longest
tied arch, cantilevered spans ever constructed. 

Population 1,995

Elizabeth

Nestled in the heart of Jo Daviess County, the village of
Elizabeth is home to the Apple River Fort State Historic
Site, which is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. The original fort, built in 1832, protected the
“three Elizabeths,” their families and others from Black
Hawk and his warriors. The reconstructed fort now 
provides living history interpretations.  Also on the 
National Register of Historic Places is the 1800s Chicago
Great Western Railway Depot turned history museum.        

Population: 682

Hanover

Near the confluence of the Apple and the Mississippi
rivers, early settlers found an ideal setting. In the late
1820s, the Apple River was dammed; a sawmill and a
gristmill were erected. Later, a flour mill and a woolen
mill flourished. The area is a mecca for fishing, hunting
and recreational sports, with quick access to Chestnut
Mountain Resort and Blanding Landing, both along the
Mississippi River. Hanover is the “Mallard Capital of the
World” and site of Whistling Wings, the world’s largest
mallard duck hatchery.

Population: 836
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Scales Mound

Located just north of Stagecoach Trail, the town of Scales
Mound was established in 1853. The area’s lead mines
were famous in their day, with one range yielding nearly
two million tons in 1836. Today, the entire village of
Scales Mound is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places as a historic district. Nearby Charles
Mound is recognized as the highest point in Illinois.           

Population: 401

Stockton

The eastern gateway to Jo Daviess County is the 
charming village of Stockton. In 1888, the Chicago 
Great Western Railroad established its Stockton depot.
Two brothers came together in 1914 to begin a cheese
business, and Stockton became the home of the very 
first Kraft cheese plant.                                                      

Population: 1,926

Warren

Warren, a picturesque village along historic Stagecoach
Trail, prospered in the 1850s with the help of two 
entrepreneurs, Capt. Alexander Burnett and Freeman 
A. Tisdel. During that time, the Illinois Central Railroad
came through town and the first stone hotel was built.
Capt. Burnett’s first son, Warren, was the town’s name-
sake. Dating back to 1860, the famed Jo Daviess County
Fair continues as Warren’s annual summer event. 

Population: 1,496

AND MORE…

The rolling hills of northwest Illinois are also home 
to four smaller villages that treat visitors to expansive, 
scenic vistas. The villages offer a bit of nostalgia in the
quaint architecture of many of their homes, churches,
country stores or village taverns. They include:
Menominee, a farming community situated just south 
of Sinsinawa Mound, Wis.; Nora, the smallest and 
eastern-most village in the county; Schapville, which 
lies between Elizabeth and Scales Mound; and Woodbine,
located between Stockton and Elizabeth.

Two residential resort communities also fit comfortably 
into the hills and valleys of Jo Daviess County.

Apple Canyon Lake

Close to the village of Apple River lie Apple Canyon
Lake and its recreational community. Although the lake
is private, a challenging 9-hole golf course carved into 
the county’s rolling hills is open to the public. A new 
full-service pro shop is complete with food and beverage
facilities. Indoor and outdoor dining is a feast for 
both the palate and the eye at the county’s only 
lakeside restaurant.

The Galena Territory

A short 35 years ago, members of the Branigar
Organization, Inc., gazed out over the rolling farmland
east of Galena and envisioned a resort. Today, that land
supports more than 80 miles of paved roadway connecting 
the properties of The Galena Territory, a 6,800-acre 
recreational community.

Ideal topography presented the opportunity for world-
class amenities: a 225-acre lake, 63 holes of championship
golf, walking paths and hiking trails, cross-country skiing
trails, sledding hills and an ice skating pond.

The Galena Territory hillsides and valleys cradle more
than 1,900 homes, nearly 400 of which are year-round
residences. More than 1,500 homes are weekend retreats,
summer getaways or vacation rentals. All residents and
vacation rental home guests enjoy nature at its finest 
in The Galena Territory.
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Map courtesy of the Galena/Jo Daviess County History Museum

LEGEND
n Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa
l Attractions in County

County and State Roads
Township Roads
Rivers This map was prepared by the Jo Daviess County GIS Department.

The Galena Territory The Mississippi River unites Jo Daviess County, Illinois, with Iowa and Wisconsin. Within short drives of Galena, the tri-state area 
offers visitors a wealth of things to see and do, and Galena’s Old Train Depot Visitor Information Center stocks literature on neighboring attractions. 
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National Mississippi River 
Museum & Aquarium 

Dubuque Arboretum and 
Botanical Gardens

Julien Dubuque Monument
Mathias Ham House Historic Site
Dubuque Greyhound Park

Dubuque, IA
15 miles – Hwy 20

Sundown Mountain Resort
Dubuque, IA
25 miles – Hwy 20/Asbury Rd.

National Farm Toy Museum
Dyersville, IA
45 miles – Hwy 20

Mississippi River Lock & Dam #10
Guttenberg, IA
54 miles – Hwy 3/52

Pikes Peak State Park
McGregor/Marquette, IA
70 miles – Hwy 52

East

Silver Creek & Stephenson Railroad 
Antique Steam Train

Freeport Arts Center
Freeport Raceway Park
Krape Park

Freeport, IL
45 miles – Hwy 20

Anderson Japanese Gardens
Discovery Center Museum
Magic Waters Waterpark
Rockford Art Museum
Volcano Falls Adventure Park
Burpee Museum of Natural History

Rockford, IL
85 miles – Hwy 20

North

Sinsinawa Mound 
Sinsinawa, WI
15 miles – Hwy 20/County Z

The Grotto
Dickeyville, WI
25 miles – Hwy 35/151

Badger Mine & Museum
Shullsburg, WI
20 miles – Hwy 11

Stone Cottage
The “M” on Platte Mound
Roundtree Hall

Platteville, WI
25 miles – Hwy 84/80

North

Wisconsin’s First Capitol 
State Historic Site

Belmont, WI
32 miles – Hwy 80/151

Pendarvis State Historic Site
Mineral Point, WI
45 miles – Hwy 151

Nelson Dewey State Park
Stonefield Village
Cassville Car Ferry

Cassville, WI
50 miles – Hwy 133

Governor Dodge State Park
Lands’ End

Dodgeville, WI
53 miles – Hwy 151

House on the Rock
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin

Spring Green, WI
75 miles – Hwy 151/23

South

Mississippi Palisades State Park
Mississippi River Bridge to Sabula, IA

Savanna, IL
30 miles – Hwy 84

Timber Lake Playhouse
Mount Carroll, IL
45 miles – Hwy 64/78

Mississippi River Lock & Dam #12
Bellevue, IA
40 miles – Hwy 52

Clinton Area Showboat Theatre
Riverview Stadium
Riverboat Casino

Clinton, IA
53 miles – Hwy 84

Maquoketa Caves State Park
Limekilns

Maquoketa, IA
45 miles – Hwy 64

Hennepin Canal Parkway/Feeder
Rock Falls, IL
80 miles – Hwy 40/88 West
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and cosmopolitan attitude 

that undoubtedly reflects 

the demands 

of its many visitors.”
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